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Dams recovering from Post—caesarian section anesthesia may be clumsg or even
aggressive and should not be left unattended with their PuPPies for 24-36 hours
post-surgery. A basic imowleclgc of proper husbandrg is critical since it will be up to
the owner/ breeder to Provicic the Puppies with warmth and Fooci, and to assist the
PuPPies with eliminating regularlg. A watchful eye and close monitoring of the
PuPPies is crucial to their survival. With that in mind, it is also important to allow the
dam enough time to interact and bond with her PuPPics during this critical time.

A normal PUPPY has Pink mucous membranes, will squirm and vocalize when handled
and will suckle reaciilg and sleep quietlg.

Until PuPPics are four weeks old theg are unable to regulate their own boclg
temperaturc, therefore their environment must be warm cnough for them to maintain
a bocig temPerature of at least 97 cicgrees. An overhead infrared heat iam[:) setto
maintain an environment temperature between 84-89 degrees works best since
i’ieating Pads may become too hot and burn Puppies. Normal rectal temPerature for
a neonate PUPPY is between 95-99 degrees. KeePing the lamP over Part of the
whelping box allows the dam space to move away from it if she is too warm.

PuPPies should be Placec] in with the dam everyl-2 hours to nurse under strict
sul:)ervision. Testa nipple to make sure it is Proclucing milk before Piacinga PUPPY
on it to nurse, and then ensure that the PUPPY is nursirig bg gentig attemPting to Pu”
the PUPPY off the niPPIC. Be sure each pPuppy nurses ei:icectivelg bg weighing each
pPUPpyY before and after each nursing session. All Puppies weig]*its should be
recorded twice dailg for the first week.

PuPPies lack the abilitg to eliminate on their own until three weeks of age and must
be stimulated to urinate and defecate. If the dam is not cioing s0, after each nursing
session a cotton ball with a small amount of mineral oil can be used to rub the
PuPPies’ anogenital area until the}j have eliminated.

Once the dam has Fu”g recovered from her surgery and has demonstrated
aPProPriate maternal instinctive behavior (Protecting) re’crieving, grooming, nursing)
she can be left with the PUPPies. Continue to monitor the PuPPies, keeping in mind

that i‘lealthg, well-nourished Puppics are clean, quict and slecP when not nursing



